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in support of any measure that may be introduced with a
view to the redress of the admitted grievances of the Poor-
law medical officers of England and Wales.

Will you be so kind as to place this communication before
the Council of the Irish Medical Association at their next

meeting, and to favour me with an early reply ?
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,

To E. J. Quinan, Eso. J. ROGERS, President.J. ROGERS, President.

Irish Medical Association.
Office, Royal College, of Surgeons, Dec. 27, 18G8.

DEAR Sin,&mdash;I delayed answering your favour of the 23rd
inst. until I was able to bring our Council together to take
,your communication into consideration. The Christmas

holidays have caused some delay, but we have had a very
full meeting, at which your letter was read; and I have been
directed to acknowledge it with thanks, to express the plea-
sure and gratification it gives our Council to receive the
- approval of the members of the Poor-law Medical Officers’
Association of Great Britain, evinced by their desire that
we should use our respective influences for our mutual
benefit.
The Council of the Irish Medical Association will be

happy to promote the good work your Association has so
successfully commenced and so energetically carried on,
and will only require to have pointed out to them how they
may best carry out your wishes; and they have directed me
to express their thanks for the kind offers of assistance con-
veyed in your communication, which they will be happy to
avail themselves of when the progress of their Superannua-
tion Bill requires the exercise of Parliamentary influence.

I remain, dear Sir, yours very faithfully,
To Dr. Rogers, London. E. J. QUINAN.E. J. QUINAN.

THE DRY-EARTH SYSTEM IN MADRAS.*

To those who may be desirous of obtaining a good prac-
tical acquaintance with the subject of the dry-earth system
in its application to sewage, we would strongly recommend
the perusal of an official document, compiled by Mr. J. L.
-Ranking, the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras. The fol-

lowing is a summary of the conclusions which, he considers,
the evidence obtained from a practical working and obser-
vation of the system justifies him in adopting :-
That dry earth is an efficient and cheap deodoriser, and

capable of arresting, or keeping in abeyance, putrefactive
changes in night soil. That its use in latrines will be found

relatively inexpensive; not so, however, in urinals, in which,
owing to the large quantity of earth required to be provided
and of mixed earth and urine to be removed, the outlay
would be considerable. 2’5 lb. of dry earth is an adequate
quantity for effecting the deodorisation of an ordinary
dejection, assumed to consist of 5 oz. of solid and 11 oz. of
fluid feculence. It requires, however, 36lb. of earth to ab- I
sorb and deodorise every gallon of urine. Estimating the
amount of this excretion at one and a half pints or pounds
per man per diem, we find that for 1000 men per annum
rather over 1099 tons of earth would be required. Although
this outlay may be reduced by substituting McDougall’s dis-
infecting powder, or preparations of carbolic acid, for the
dry earth, or by using an admixture of these substances,
the enormous quantity of earth required seems to us to in-
troduce an element of such difficulty that the application of
the system to large towns is simply impracticable. The se-
lection of earths is of importance, that best suited to the
purpose being a rich garden mould. Dr. Blacklock has
shown that 7 lb. of clay have the same deodorising power as
17 lb. of ordinary sandy loam procurable at Madras. The

pug-mill, a machine for incorporating the earth and ordure,
if properly constructed and efficiently worked, effects such
admixture of earth and excrement as renders the compost
inoffensive, and admits of its retention upon the premises
until its removal is convenient. The mill is recommended
as a desirable adjunct to latrines for European troops. The

poudrette may be kept in a dry state for long periods, with-
out any putrefactive changes being setup in it; but if water

‘ "Further Report and Order of the Madras Government upon the Dry-
earth System of Sewage in the Madras Presidency." Extracted from the
Proceedings of the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras. 1868.

gains access to it, decomposition may ensue. Mr. Ranking
found that, when buried in pits and covered over, it was free
from smell at the expiration of six months. The sites for
such pits, however, should be carefully selected with refer-
ence to the H dip H of the strata forming the surface or
subsoils of the locality, in order to guard against contami-
nation of the water-supply.

THE NEW INFANTRY EQUIPMENT.

THE Committee appointed to inquire into the present
mode of accoutring the infantry soldier has concluded
its labours, and presented a fourth and final report. It
will be remembered that the new equipment consists of
a waist-belt and frog; two pouches capable of holding
twenty rounds each; a ball bag ; and a valise, made large
enough to hold the service kit, to be worn at the lower

part of the back; the whole being carried by a brace
yoke. The weight of the accoutrement and kit was dimi-
nished, and distributed more generally, and in such a way
as to prevent it interfering with the play of the muscles
about the chest, or exerting undue pressure over vital

parts. An extensive trial of this equipment was ordered a
few months since. A thousand sets were distributed among
several regiments, and taken into use for three or four
months. Practically a unanimous decision has been

given in favour of the mode of carrying the kit and the
accoutrements proposed by the Committee. One or two

insignificant alterations only have been made. An objection
has been raised to the valise on account of the heat which

it occasions about the loins, and the consequent perspira-
tion ; but the Committee agree that this is not a valid ob-
jection, and that the inconvenience complained of is due to
the mode in which the valise is put on.
We have already expressed our hearty approval of the

yoke system recommended by the Committee. Its merits
have now been sufficiently tested to warrant its general adop-
tion in the army. The new equipment is calculated-and
this is the point of prime importance-to prevent those
evils which have unquestionably followed under the old
system, to the damage of the heart and lungs, not only
of the experienced soldier, but the recruit. The military
authorities are to be congratulated upon the result of
the present inquiry, and it is to be hoped that the infantry
soldier will soon enjoy the benefit of the Committee’s
unremitting exertions during the last four years.

THE SITE OF THE NEW INFIRMARY,
EDINBURGH.

EDINBURGH continues to be agitated on the question of
the site of the proposed hospital. The subject has been
most elaborately discussed both at the Medico-Chirurgical
Society, and by the Edinburgh Architectural Institute.
The balance of opinion is against the present site, and in
favour of that of the George Watson’s Hospital grounds,
as abeing cheaper by probably &pound;20,000, more open to air
and sun, and not more than five minutes’ walk from the

University. Dr. Andrew Wood made a very forcible speech
in favour of the new site, at the Medico-Chirurgical Society,
and in the discussion which followed, Professor Syme spoke
strongly in the same direction. We sincerely hope that the
managers will not decide in favour of the old site, so

hemmed in as it is, without duly weighing the arguments
against it, which seem to us most potent. Can nothing be
done in the way of a temporary hospital, as Sir James

Simpson suggests? The unhealthiness of some of our most
expensive hospitals is distressing. The Surgical School of
Edinburgh would earn a new fame if it could show us a
simple, efficient hospital, built so cheaply that it could be
abandoned (at any rate temporarily) in favour of another


